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5ASHES IN THE SNOW

Complete this article about Lithuania with the correct words.

Write the correct names in Lina’s family tree.. 

Kostas Vilkas                 Andrius Arvydas                 Elena Vilkas                 Petras Vilkas 

Joana Vilkas               Lina Vilkas               Jonas Vilkas               Petras Arvydas 

1

2

In 1941, Lithuania was part of  the 1 German Reich / Soviet Union, which was ruled by  

2 Adolph Hitler / Joseph Stalin.

 At the end of  the 1930s, Stalin began a series of  purges to deport people who he believed 

were his  3 enemies / friends. In Lithuania, around 130,000 people were forced to leave their 

4 homes / jobs. Those who were deported were usually politicians, artists, or 5 scientists / 

teachers. 

 The prisoners were often taken to northern 6 Siberia / Spain. They were forced to do hard 

7 labor / work. They had to build their own huts as well as buildings for the NKVD officers. 

Around 28,000 Lithuanians died of  starvation, 8 cold / hot weather, illness, or from beatings by 

the NKVD. After Stalin’s 9 birth / death in 1953, some Lithuanians were 10 allowed / forced 

to go home, but many were not.

1      =     
2 

(mother) (father)

3  

(uncle)

4               
5 

(writer) (brother)

6  

(cousin)

7      =               Mrs. Arvydas

8  

(boyfriend)

(boyfriend’s mother)(boyfriend’s father)
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Complete the table.

Who is in the 
picture?

What are they doing?
Why is this scene 

important?

3
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Read the sentences. Write the missing words in the puzzle. What is the mystery word?

1 An  is someone who helps a criminal to do a crime.

2  is an illness that people can get if  they do not eat enough fruit and vegetables.

3 You sometimes have to do  when you are punished in prison.

4 To  is to send someone back to their own country.

5 To  is to look at something carefully to see if  it is correct or good enough.

The mystery word is  

 .

Imagine you are writing a newspaper article about Lina’s story. Ask questions in pairs.

4

 5

 4

 1

 2

 3

5

What is your name? 

What happened to you?

How did you feel about . . . ? 

What did you miss . . . ? 

Did you trust . . . ? Why/Why not? 

What was is like to go back . . . ? 

What is your life like now? 

How would you like to remember . . . ? 
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Write a newspaper report. Use your answers from Exercise 5.6


