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THE EXTRAORDINARY LIFE OF MALALA YOUSAFZAI

Match the words from the box with the definitions. There are three extra words.

        beautiful      become      brave      extremist      in secret       unfair      soldier      valley      war        

1 This is when something is not right. 
2 This person fights in an army. 
3 This person has very strong ideas. 
4 This is when you do something and no one knows about it. 
5 This is when you start to be something. 
6 This is when you are not frightened. 

Write T (true) or F (false).
1 Malala was born in northern Pakistan. 
2 Malala’s father was a farmer. 
3 Malala has two younger sisters. 
4 The Taliban wanted to stop children going to school. 
5 Malala stopped going to school. 
6 Malala was shot while she was on the bus home from school. 

Put the events from Chapter Two in the correct order (1–6).
a  Malala was born in 1997.
b  Malala’s father worked very hard at school.
c  Malala’s brother was born.
d  The family bought a new house.
e  Malala’s father opened the Khushal School.
f  Malala’s grandfather studied in India and then became a teacher.
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THE EXTRAORDINARY LIFE OF MALALA YOUSAFZAI

Complete the text. Use the correct forms of  the verbs in brackets.
The family 1  (go) back to Malala’s grandparents’ village for special days, and they 
2  (enjoy) doing this. They 3  (wear) their best clothes and 
4  (bring) sweets and other nice things. Malala and her brothers always 
5  (want) to sit next to the windows on the bus. They 6  (drive) 
through the valley and 7  (look) out of  the windows at the beautiful mountains, rivers 
and trees. But not everything 8  (be) good in the Swat Valley.

Complete the text. Choose the correct words (a, b, c or d).

Everyone 1                        to leave their rubbish in the valley 2                         there was no one to take it away.

The rubbish grew into an ugly mountain and Malala did not like going there with 3                   family’s

rubbish. One day, she saw 4                             on the big rubbish mountain. It was a very poor girl

5                   very dirty hair. The girl looked through the rubbish and put some of  it 6                               

a big bag. At that time, 7                     children took metal from the rubbish mountain for money. 

This made Malala very sad. Malala really wanted 8                       people and to make them happy. 

4

5

/8

a to have
b had
c has
d having

a his 
b her
c our
d their

a for
b in
c with
d by

a many
b few
c much
d little

a for
b to
c so
d because

a someone
b somewhere
c something
d some

a on
b into
c on top of
d between

a to help
b helped
c help
d helping
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THE EXTRAORDINARY LIFE OF MALALA YOUSAFZAI

Match the two parts of  the sentences. Draw lines between them.
1 The Islamist extremist group al-Qaeda
2 The USA were very angry, 
3 The people of  the Swat Valley 
4 In 2004, the USA 
5 Malala’s father and 

Complete the text. Choose from the options below.
Then the Taliban 1 . to the Swat Valley. “Poor people need help and the Taliban 
can  2 . them,” they said. In 2005, there was a 3 . earthquake 
and many people died. Lots of  people had no houses to live 4 . , and it was difficult 
to get food and water to people. The Taliban helped 5 . people after the earthquake. 
But the Taliban wanted women and girls to stay at home and not to go to school. On the radio, 
they 6 . people, “It says this in the Quran.” The Taliban used the radio 
7 . not many people had a television at that time.
1 come came comes
2 helped helps help
3 terrible terribly terrify
4 in by on
5 little a lot of  much
6 said asked  told
7 because of  so because 

Complete the sentences. Choose the correct words from the box.

          attack          classes          dangerous          in secret          quickly          shops          teachers          

1 Some of  the  at Ziauddin’s schools stopped teaching girls.
2 Lots of  girls stopped going to their  because they were frightened of  the Taliban.
3 Malala put her school clothes and school books in her bag, walked with her head down, 
 and went to school  .
4 The Taliban closed many  . 
5 The Taliban were  .
6 Then things became really bad – the Taliban started to  the Swat Valley.
7 Malala’s quiet and beautiful home  became a dark and dangerous 
 place of  war for the Taliban and the Americans.

6

7

8

a did not like the extremists.
b friends met and talked about stopping the fighting.
c so their army bombed many places in Afghanistan.
d flew two planes into the World Trade Center.
e bombed Pakistan for the first time.
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THE EXTRAORDINARY LIFE OF MALALA YOUSAFZAI

Put the information about people and the Taliban in the correct column.

 They could not play games.         They wanted women and girls to stay home.
          They could not do normal things.         They helped a lot of  people after the earthquake.   
                   They used the radio to spread their message.         They could not watch things on TV.

Complete the sentences. Write one word in each gap.
1 People could  do normal things, and living with the extremists was very difficult.
2 The war quickly moved  other parts of  Pakistan and to the capital city, 
 Islamabad.
3 The men from the army flew over the valley and they threw sweets  balls to
 the children.
4 She worked very hard, and she and her best friend, Moniba,  very good students.
5 The days of  war were very dark, but school gave Malala and Moniba a place to laugh and to forget 
 about  problems of  the world.

Unscramble the sentences.
1 The / made / Malala / bombs / brothers / and / frightened. / her

 

2 Malala’s / to tell / father / people / Taliban. / about / wanted / the

 

3 Malala / to journalists / spoke / about / Taliban. / the

 

4 day / Every / things / worse / got / and worse.

 

9
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People The Taliban
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THE EXTRAORDINARY LIFE OF MALALA YOUSAFZAI

Read the questions and choose the correct answers (a, b or c).
1 How old was Malala when she spoke to journalists?
 a  ten b  eleven c  twelve
2 Which company asked Malala to write about living with the Taliban?
 a  CNN b  NBC c  BBC
3 When did the Taliban stop girls going to school?
 a  2008 b  2009 c  2010

Correct the sentences. The bold words are incorrect.
1 Malala’s family lived in five different towns in two months.

 

2 Malala had her thirteenth birthday on 12th July.

 

3 The Taliban were hiding in the valley.

 

4 In 2010 there was a terrible earthquake.

 

5 When the Taliban came back, they attacked two shops.

 

Circle the correct words.
1 People over / across the world supported Malala and wanted to help her.
2 She enjoyed being / be famous, but she did not forget the most important thing.
3 Everyone / Everything knew their story and they supported them.
4 They had to help Malala quickly / quick after she was shot.
5 It took many more months for Malala to do this / these things again.

12

13

14

/3

/5

/5



page 6 Penguin        Readers

LEVELTEST 2

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 L
ad

yb
ir

d 
B

oo
ks

 L
td

, 2
02

0

THE EXTRAORDINARY LIFE OF MALALA YOUSAFZAI

Where did Malala and her family go after hospital? Choose the correct answer 
(a, b or c).
 a They went back to Mingora.
 b They stayed in Peshawar. 
 c They moved to Birmingham.

Answer the questions.
1 How long was Malala in hospital?

 

2 What two things did people send to Malala?

 

3 What did her younger brother want to do in New York?

 

Tick  the five things Malala does in Chapter Seven.
a Malala speaks at the United Nations.  
b She becomes more famous because of  the attack.  
c She wins the Pulitzer Prize.  
d She visits Rwanda and Kenya.  
e She studies at Oxford University.  
f She publishes her first book.  
g She has her eighteenth birthday.  

Match the year with the event. Draw lines between them.
1997
2001
2008
2010
2012
2014

15
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There was a terrible flood in Mingora.
The Taliban stopped girls going to school.
Malala receives the Nobel Peace Prize.
The World Trade Center is attacked. 
Malala is born. 
Malala is shot by the Taliban.
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THE EXTRAORDINARY LIFE OF MALALA YOUSAFZAI

Put the words from the box in the correct column. 

          become       brave       dangerous       exam       flood       support       earthquake       unfair          

Match the words with the definitions. Draw lines between them.
1 bomb
2 brick
3 metal
4 Quran
5 rubbish
6 operation

19

20

Verbs Nouns Adjectives

/8

a Things you do not want.
b We make money, cars, knives, forks, etc. with this.
c The most important book for Muslims.
d When a doctor cuts open a person’s body and takes something out  
 or makes it better.
e You build a wall or house with this.
f These come down from a plane and hit buildings or people on the ground.
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